THE  MEMOIRS  OF
JACQUK8 CASANOVA
CHAPTER I
HIS   EARLY   LIFE
PON JACOPO CASANOVA, horn at Sanigossa, illegitimate son
of Don Francisco, carried off Donna Anna Palafox from
her convent in the year 1428, the very day after she had
taken the perpetual vows. He was King Alfonso's secretary.
The lovers went to Rome, where they were imprisoned for
a year, before Pope Martin the Third would grant a dis-
pensation, and give the young couple the nuptial benediction.
All the children born of this marriage died in infancy,
except Don Juan, who joined Christopher Columbus, and
died during his travels in 1493. He left one son, Mark
Antony, a satirical poet, who was carried off by the plague
during the sack of Rome by the Imperialists in 1536, Three
months after his death his wife gave birth to a son, Jacques
Casanova, who emigrated to France and there lived to be
very old. He fought with Farnese against Henry of
Navarre, and was my great-great-grandfather. Thus far I
can establish my pedigree by aid of my father's papers, the
rest I learnt from my mother.
Gaetan Joseph Jacques fell in love with an actress named
Fragolctta, and joined her troupe, first as dancer, then as
comedian. After living together five years they parted, and
he married a beautiful young Venetian, /anetta, daughter
of Jerome Karusi, a shoemaker opposite the theatre of Saint
Samuel, This was in spite of the opposition of her family,
in whose pious eyes an actor was an abomination. Nine
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